
Texas A&M University is seeking state support for capital construction 
of an $80 million state-of-the-art research and diagnostic 
facility, biosafety level-3 agriculture, that can test and evaluate 
promising countermeasures for high-consequence infectious diseases. 
The risk has never been greater for the introduction of outbreaks that 
harm the health of Texans, their livestock, and the state’s wildlife. 

these high-consequence diseases already exist. 

and domestic animals create great potential for high-consequence 
animal and emerging zoonotic diseases to enter the state’s borders. 

at an all time high.

Over the last three decades, about 75 percent of emerging 
infectious diseases are zoonotic, i.e., transmissible between 
humans and animals. Recent examples: 

SARS)

West Nile virus

Monkeypox

bird flu)

Transboundary diseases of animals and livestock—such as foot-and-
mouth disease, African swine fever, bluetongue, and Rift 
Valley fever—move freely across national borders, causing economic 
hardship and devastation in developed and developing countries. Recent 

Potential devastation to Texas’ economic and agricultural sectors: 

Kingdom cost approximately $13 billion
hundreds of years of breeding and genetics. 

the cost of an outbreak could reach an 
estimated $60 billion. Trade restrictions would slow or halt 
exports of Texas beef and other agricultural products.

losses could 
approach $200 billion

The Outbreak Risks for Texas
Have Never Been Greater

Inaction is a $100 Billion Gamble
Agriculture is the second largest resource-based industry in Texas, 

*

Texas is home to the nation’s largest livestock industry and leads 
in the production of cattle, goats, sheep, and lambs.**

* Texas Department of Agriculture
** U.S. Department of Agriculture



Protecting Texans from 
High-Consequence
Infectious Diseases

– Production and processing 
 

state’s economy.
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Texas Industry at Risk
Among U.S. states, Texas ranks: 

1st in market value 
of livestock, poultry 
and their products.**

1st in cattle and calf production.**

6th in egg production.**

6th in the 
value of 
poultry exports.**

 exotic wildlife industry 

is growing rapidly, contributing an estimated 
$13 billion to the Texas economy each year.***

6th in broiler 
production.**

– Total estimated value of exported poultry and 

 
***

9th in milk 
production.**

High-consequence infectious diseases pose the gravest threat to Texas public 

Texas A&M University proposes the construction of a state-of-the-art research 
and diagnostic facility that can test and evaluate promising countermeasures 
for these diseases.  

Benefits of Proposed Facility to Texans

high-consequence infectious diseases, including vaccines, diagnostic assays, 
and rapid pen-side detection technologies.

emerging diseases, protecting agricultural and public health.

emerging and infectious disease research.  

for the Texas A&M’s One Health Plus Biocorridor initiative. 

$80 million in state support for capital construction of the facility. ** U.S. Department of Agriculture
*** Texas A&M Agricultural Extension Service


