Texans

How your state’s veterinary
diagnostic lab serves all
REQUESTED
AMOUNT:

$6 MILLION
(BIENNIUM)

Objective:
Build a new Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic
Laboratory (TVMDL) facility capable of meeting federal biosafety and
biosecurity standards and supporting accreditation by the American
Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD).

Texas’ veterinary diagnostic lab is one of the busiest in the U.S.
We offer more than 1,000 tests to
diagnose disease and other abnormalities
in livestock, poultry, pets, racing animals,
wildlife and zoo animals.

IN 2011,
WE RAN 817,000
TESTS.

1 IN 3

Texas veterinarians send
specimens to the state lab.

That’s an
average of almost
3,000 tests every
working day!

Each year, veterinary medicine

$1.72 billion to the

contributes
Texas economy.

The state gets back $10 for every dollar it
invests in a Veterinary diagnostic lab like TVMDL.

Public health

TEXAS’ EARLY
WARNING SYSTEM
FOR INFECTIOUS
DISEASES
TVMDL is just one of 12 core labs
in the National Animal Health
Laboratory Network. The lab
monitors for infectious diseases
that threaten animal health,
including those pathogens that
may also infect humans. Without
TVMDL, Texas could experience
a health crisis and an economic
crisis simultaneously.

TVMDL runs 350,000 tests each year directly
related to public health. This includes
200,000 for pathogens that may infect
humans as well as animals.

Pet health
7.3 million Texas households
own pets. Of those, 43 percent own dogs
and 33 percent own cats. Texans spend
$2.8 billion on their pets each year. TVMDL
conducts more than 148,000 tests annually to
protect their health.

The environment
Animal agriculture
• Agriculture is the state’s secondlargest resource-based industry,
bringing $100 billion to the state
economy each year. The largest
source of revenue is cattle.

• TVMDL runs 154,000 tests each
year for cattle diseases. Many of
these clear the way for producers
to export their animals or animal
products.

Mass mortality among thousands
of animals can create a disaster that threatens
air, water and soil quality. Each year, TVMDL runs
almost 4,000 tests for the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.

• TVMDL also maintains diagnostic
labs in East Texas and South Central
Texas, where most of the state’s
poultry production takes place.

Food supply
Junior
livestock shows
Shows raise about $110 million each year
for education. TVMDL conducts tests for
drug residues and illegal substances in show
animals. This ensures fairness of competition.

By monitoring for diseases that could shut down
the transportation of goods to our cities, we
are keeping food on the grocery shelves. At
any given time, no U.S. city has more than
seven days of available food, according to the
RAND Corporation.

Why TVMDL needs
a new diagnostic lab
Our diagnosticians are working
inside a lab that opened in 1969:
the year man landed on the moon.

2011

(1969!)

Alabama, Colorado, Michigan,
Mississippi and New York.

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY
LABORATORY DIAGNOSTICIANS CONDUCTED
AN AUDIT OF TVMDL.

IN

“THE LABORATORY
... is very outdated and
rapidly approaching the end
of its useful lifespan.”

Here’s what those experts said
about the agency’s busiest lab:

“The laboratory
cannot meet current
workplace safety
requirements, pathogen
containment, and
workflow efficiency.”

WORKFLOW EFFICIENCY
aaThe lab has suffered two
major plumbing ruptures
since 2010. These
threaten expensive
diagnostic equipment as
well as the integrity of
the building. Replacing
the system is impractical.

WORKPLACE SAFETY
aaBreak rooms are
located within
laboratory areas that
deal with infectious
agents, some of which
endanger humans.

Since 2000, at least five states
have built new state-level
veterinary diagnostic laboratories:

aaThe electrical room is
cited annually in safety
audits. The door has
to remain open to the
hallway to control heat,
but this is a violation of
safety codes.

aaThe drains are poorly
designed for handling
fluids and tissues that
result from dissection.
The pipes often overflow,
affecting the entire
laboratory.

aaThe lab is unable to manage ambient temperatures
inside the building. This is essential to integrity of
diagnostic tests. Among our most frequent tests are
the ELISA tests, which require a very narrow range of
temperatures: 70 to 77 degrees F.

PATHOGEN CONTAINMENT
aaWorkers must transport biological waste – including
carcasses of large animals like cows and horses – on
a forklift through a public parking lot to reach the
incinerator. The incinerator should be housed within
the lab.

aaImproper airflow prevents self-closing lab doors from
fully shutting. These labs are dealing with dangerous
organisms that cause anthrax, salmonella and
toxigenic E. coli, among others.

We plan to build a
new facility that:
aaSafeguards animal and human health
aaProvides flexibility to allow TVMDL to adapt to
emerging technologies
aaMeets the requirements for worker safety and
productivity
aaRemains on the cutting edge of veterinary
diagnostics
aaApplies the latest technology to support the state’s
animal owners and their veterinarians
aaLeverages the planned construction of a new animal
biocontainment facility at Texas A&M University
To learn more, please contact:
JOE COX		
JOECOX@TAMU.EDU
512.542.7830
CRISTINA CORNEJO
CORNEJO@TAMU.EDU 512.542.7830
Or go online: http://goo.gl/c4D0C

The audit calls
for “serious strategic planning
to replace this aged structure.”

What Texas
stands to lose:
aaOur early warning system for contagious animal
diseases (without a new lab, we are likely to lose our
status as one of 12 core labs in the USDA’s National
Animal Health Laboratory Network)
aaOur lab accreditation from the AAVLD, dooming
Texas to face the future with a second-rate veterinary
diagnostic lab
aaOur capacity to keep up with the technological
advances in veterinary diagnostics as tests become
more temperature specific

